I Need More...FAITH

A couple decades ago, our churches used a
special series titled “Faith Alive.” It included a
theme banner and four weekly pamphlets. One
of those pamphlets had the additional subtitle
“Trusting God.” Both of those titles are very
pertinent to this article: “I Need More FAITH.”

I can’t imagine any honest Christian who
wouldn’t say a hearty “Amen” to that statement.
Because of the common weakness of our sinful,
human nature, the fervent request that a greatly
distressed father made to Jesus with regard to
his son’s great need and his own weakness of
faith has often struck a chord: “I do believe;
help me overcome my unbelief!” (Mark 9:24)

Notice how that statement is punctuated with
only a semicolon with regard to his faith, but an
exclamation point with regard to his unbelief.
Unfortunately, that’s the reality of the faith-life
of God’s people. We wish our own “Faith
Alive” banner were punctuated with an
exclamation mark or at least a simple period.
But we know a question mark suggesting
uncertainty or doubt gets in there way too often.

Just about every Sunday the worshipers in our
churches make a confession of faith with the
Apostles’ or Nicene Creed. The key truths of the
Christian faith are very briefly and yet
adequately summarized in those statements.

There are no exclamation points in either of
those great, ancient creeds—just commas and
periods that acknowledge the basic scriptural
facts. That’s an important aspect about saving
faith: knowing the truth about the true God and
the Savior he has given us.

Since this faith is totally a gift, we need to keep
going to the Lord with this request, “Lord, I do
believe; help me overcome my unbelief!” We
keep having a problem with unbelief because
it’s such a “natural” part of us. Faith is a
supernatural thing, and it is kept alive and
strong only with the supernatural Word of our
supernatural God.

The most important thing to remember about
faith is that it derives all of its strength from its
object, that on which it rests. As a famous
preacher once said, “It is not your hold on Christ
that saves you; it is Christ. It is not your joy in
Christ that saves you; it is Christ. It is not even
your faith in Christ that saves you, though that
be the instrument. It is Christ’s blood and
merit.” There might indeed be many instances
where our trusting faith is pretty shaky, but the
Savior and his promises are rock solid. With this
subject of faith it’s most important to hear him
speak with exclamation points, “I love you! I
have saved you! | will never let you go!”



